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On September 12, 1918, the Fordham Law faculty 
voted to admit women to the Law School. Ten days 
later, the Law School’s customary start-of-term ad in  
The New York Times announced “courses open to 
women.” In the week before classes convened, eight 
women signed up to study alongside 312 men.
During the 2018–2019 school year, we celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of women at Fordham Law, 
recognizing our amazing women alumni, faculty,  
and students.  
Learn more at 
law.fordham.edu/100yearsofwomen
When I hear the  
stories, especially of  
some of the first  
women and what  
they had to go  
through, it’s actually  
breathtaking.
“
”LOUISE FIRESTONE 
CLASS OF 1985 
You don’t  
have to say,  
‘I can’t be a  
lawyer because  
I have to be  
a mother.’
“
”VALERIE WHITE 
CLASS OF 1996 
People have said  
to me I had it all.  
I said, ‘Yeah, it was  
a lot of work.’ And  
I never regretted it.
“
”HARRIET GEORGE 
CLASS OF 1954 
We’re making up  
for lost time. We’re 
raising women up.  
We’re showing  
you that you can  
be a leader in  
our profession.
“
”KELLY  
HERBERT 
CLASS  
OF 2015 
”PATRICIA HYNES 
CLASS OF 1966 
Stop with this idea  
that women can’t  
do certain things— 
that’s nonsense.
“
Women who have  
each other’s backs 
are awesome.
“
”AZEEMA MOHAIDEEN 
CLASS OF 2004 
I hope today that  
we continue to  
judge people based  
on their ability  
and not on things  
like their gender.
“
”HON. LORETTA A.  
PRESKA 
CLASS OF 1973 
